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From The Principal ….
Welcome to all of our new families and students for 2019 and welcome back to those families and students
returning. We have had a great start to the year; staff and students are really excited and looking forward to all
the learning that is going to take place.
Governing Council
We held our Governing Council AGM on Tuesday 13th of February. We successfully filled all positions with Rebecca
Cox as Chairperson, Amanda Yates as Treasurer, Jeanette Stevens as secretary and committee members Craig
Ayles, Mark Price, Kylie Cresswell, Kirsty Woolcock and Christy Western. We are very lucky again to have such a
passionate, hard working group helping set directions for our school.
Site Improvement Plan
Our Site Improvement Plan is complete and the goals we will be focusing on are:
• Students in Years 3-7 are able to proficiently use the four operations within all contexts of Mathematics
• Students from Foundation to Year 2 will increase their phonological awareness and apply this to their
reading and writing
• Students from Years 3 to 7 will increase their inferencing skills and apply this to their reading for greater
comprehension
New Staff
We welcome the following staff:
• Chloe Adams – Year 1
• Morgan Dabinett – Year 2
Already these new recruits are making their mark on the school with their enthusiasm. We also welcome back Star
Derrington who will be teaching Japanese again.
Attendance
It is a requirement that students are here on time every day. The DECD benchmark for attendance is 95%. If your
child is sick and can’t come to school, then please write a note in their diary and forward it onto their teacher.
The long term effects for students who regularly miss school include:
• Gaps in knowledge and understanding from missing concepts
• Loss of opportunities for play, social interaction and friendship development
• Lack of continuity resulting in feeling less secure within the school environment
• Increased likelihood of finishing school early
I hope that students and parents alike will join in our commitment to acheive 95% attendance.
If you have any questions about WMPS, please feel free to speak to me and I will endeavour
to answer them. If you are unhappy with anything at the school, please come and see me.
If you wish to say something positive – tell everyone else.

Adele Keleher
Find us on
Facebook

From the Student Wellbeing Leader Kris Strauss-Scott
Welcome back to a new school year. It’s great to see that children have settled in well and have come
back ready to learn.
At times, children experience ‘big feelings’ and their emotions take over. It may be because they are
worrying about something, feeling nervous or anxious, or they may simply be tired and not able to
manage their feelings as well as they usually can. Concentrating in class and focusing on lessons can
be difficult when feelings take over.
When this happens, it’s important for children to have a quiet space to go to calm. For this reason we’ve
created a calm space, called the “Zen Den”. Children can go to the Zen Den for 10 minutes and do a
quiet activity like colouring, sand play, cuddle a soft toy, practice deep breathing, watch the liquid timers,
rock in a rocking chair, sit in the egg chair or sit in the tent. Engaging in a calming activity gives kids a
chance to have some space from the situation that is heightening them, so that they can get some
control over their emotions. After 10 minutes, children return to class ready to learn.
Some of our students who’ve used the Zen Den had this to say…
“The things that mostly calm me down is the rocking chair, egg chair and Kinetic Sand. The rocking
chair is comfy and reminds me of my Great Nana. I calm down and go back to class and get on with my
work and I’m heaps calm.” Daniel
“I like playing with liquid timers because they’re mesmerising. I rock in the rocking chair too. Sometimes
I get angry with people. The Zen Den helps me calm down and I don’t get angry at people.”
“I like to play with liquid timers because they’re relaxing to look at. The Kinetic Sand feels nice in my
hand. I go to the Zen Den because sometimes I feel sad. After 10 minutes, I go back to class and do
my work.”
“I like playing with the Pin Art and make shapes with my hand. It’s cold and feels nice. It helps calm me
down. After I’ve been in the Zen Den, I feel calm to go back to class and go on with my work.”
Please talk to your child’s teacher or myself if you’d like more info about the Zen Den and of course,
you’re most welcome to come and have a look – it’s next to my office in the library.
“If your feelings are in charge of your actions then you are the victim of your feelings.
If your thinking is in charge of your actions then you are the master of your feelings.
Be the master of your feelings, never a victim.” Wilson McCaskill, Play is the Way
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Pancake Day

Early Closure 2:00pm
SRC Induction
Assembly 9:00am

SRC elections

New Receptions and staff

New Receptions:
Sophie, Luca, Jaydn, Jace, Tom, Zoe, Jackson, Chayce, Summer, Maison, Lilly, Mackensie, Tyrone,
Morgan, Amber, Jacob, Gregory

New Staff

Chloe Adams and Morgan Dabinett

Pancake Day
Once again, we are supporting Uniting Care Pancake Day. It will be held on Tuesday, 26th
February from 12 noon at a cost of $1 for 1 pancake, with a choice of toppings. Money raised
will stay local and go towards Copper Coast Uniting Care.
Please support this great cause.

Welcome Night

THANK YOU
Student learning is maximised when
teachers, students and families all work
together for a common goal and a
positive attitude towards education.
Thank you to the families who attended
our Welcome Night; it was a great
starting point to get to know your
child’s teacher. It was great seeing
students give their families tours of the
school and interacting with staff. We
look forward to building these
relationships.

The Penhall/Hibbard family
3 generations
Who have attended WMPS

Room 2 News
It has been a busy and exciting start to the 2019 school year for all in Room 2!
We have enjoyed getting to know one another, had a wonderful week of swimming lessons
at the Wallaroo beach, as well as learning about the qualities of being a good friend, how
to be ‘Bucket Fillers’, having a ‘Growth Mindset’ and much more!
Students had lots of fun creating their self-portraits in preparation for Family Night, where
they tested their family’s ability to guess which one was them.
Can you guess who is who in Room 2?
Have a go and see if you can match the names to the self-portraits.
(Answers at the bottom of the page)

1

Jake

8

Harlan
2

Maximus

9

Lorelei
3

Cody B

10

Sharlotte
4

Lucas

11

Christina

5

Riley

12

Gordon
Shaylah
6

13

Cody K
Ebony
7

14

Maddison

Answers – 1 Gordon, 2 Jake, 3 Ebony, 4 Harlan, 5 Lucas, 6 Lorelei, 7 Cody B, 8 Sharlotte, 9 Maddison, 10 Cody K, 11 Riley, 12
Christina, 13 Shaylah and 14 Maximus.

Room 5 News
Last week Room 5 were not only lucky enough to have beautiful weather for swimming
lessons at the beach but we also managed to spend some extra time at the beach on
Thursday with Room 1. We enjoyed chips at the beach and played some team games on
the sand. Room 1 held onto their winning streak for Mat Ball and demonstrated great
sportsmanship skills, as did Room 5. We had some free time on the sand where students
played cricket, built sand castles and simply relaxed. It was a great way to start the
year, finish swimming lessons and reward the students for their positive behaviour
during swimming lessons.

Swimming

Community news

Community news

KAREN LEE DANCE ACADEMY
24th year of dance
classes on the YP
Creative Dance, Tap
Classical Ballet, Contemporary
Classes offered for age 2yrs & up
Kadina, Wallaroo, Moonta
Enrol Now!!
M: 0407 608 446
E: klda@dodo.com.au

