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Newsletter 2 

5th of March 2021 Wallaroo Mines Primary School 

What’s on? 

 22-25/3 Parent/Teacher 
Interviews

 1/4 Sports Day

 2/4 Good Friday

 5/4 Easter Monday

 6/4 SRC Event (TBC)

 7/4 Assembly 2:00pm

 9/4 Cross Country and last 
day of term (Early 
dismissal)

Term 2 Begins  

Tuesday 27th of April 

 

 

 

 

 

It is with great pleasure that I write this week’s newsletter as acting principal of 

Wallaroo Mines Primary School. I have stepped into the role of acting Principal for 

the remainder of this term and term 2 while Mrs Keleher fills a position in 

curriculum development. 

Over the last 7 years I have taught at Wallaroo Mines Primary school and had the 

pleasure of teaching all year levels, helping my students meet their developmental 

needs. While I certainly have some big shoes to fill, I am delighted to have this 

opportunity to further support the needs of all students and staff, particularly 

after the challenging and uncertain 12 months we have all experienced. One thing 

is for certain though, Wallaroo Mines Primary School has an exciting and action 

packed term ahead as we prepare for Say no to Bullying Day, Sports Day and Cross 

Country. 

As I have now stepped out of my classroom to fulfil this role, I look forward to 

having the opportunity to meet many of the parents that I have not yet had the 

chance to meet. You will find me in the yard for duty before and after school, so 

please come and say hello! 

Yours, 

Christy Western 

Acting Principal 

Tayla Barrand 

With Miss Western out of the classroom I will be teaching in Room 5. I have 

recently graduated from the University of South Australia with a Masters in 

Teaching and a Bachelor in Human Movement. For the last 8 months I have been 

working as a temporary relief teacher (TRT) across the Yorke Peninsula, with the 

occasional day being at Wallaroo Mines Primary school. In my spare time you 

will find me playing sport (netball and basketball), going to the beach, camping 

and spending time with friends and family. I am looking forward to getting to 

know and working alongside the students and staff, as well as being a part of the 

Wallaroo Mines Primary school community through upcoming events.      



 From the Student Wellbeing Leader 

 Congratulations to our Student Representative Council (SRC) and Sports Captains who have proudly 

accepted the challenge of being a school leader.  Honesty, communication, confidence, thinking creatively 

and having a positive attitude are some qualities commonly shown by good leaders.  Our SRC met and 

shared their qualities and strengths and what they hope to achieve in 2021.   

Staff will be undertaking Day 3 of the Berry St Education Model training at our Pupil Free Day next 

Tuesday.  The focus will be on “Stamina and Engagement” – how to help children develop ‘grit’ and 

resilience. 

At times, children experience ‘big feelings’ and their emotions take over, which can make engagement in 

learning challenging.  It may be because they are worrying about something, feeling nervous or anxious, 

or they may simply be tired and not able to manage their feelings as well as they usually can. 

Concentrating in class and focusing on lessons can be difficult when big feelings take over.  

When this happens, it’s important for children to have a quiet space to go to calm. For this reason we 

have the “Zen Den”.  Children can go to the Zen Den for 10 minutes and do a quiet activity like sand play, 

cuddle a soft toy, practice deep breathing, watch the liquid timers, rock in the rocking chair, sit in the egg 

chair or sit in the swing chair. Engaging in a calming activity gives kids a chance to have some space from 

the situation that is heightening them, so that they can get some control over their emotions. After 10 

minutes, children return to class ready to learn. 

If you would like any more information about the Zen Den or other strategies being used in class to help 

children manage their emotions, please talk to your child’s teacher or myself.  This year my work days are 

Monday and Tuesday.  If you would like support with any issues, please contact the front office to make 

an appointment.   

Sincerely, 

Kris 

“Optimistic children aren’t those who believe nothing will go wrong.  Optimistic children are those who believe they 

will survive when it does.” 

Wilson McCaskill Play is the Way 

Kris Strauss-Scott 

Well Being Coordinator 



Continued… 

 Student Representative Council 

Sports Captains 

We also named our Sports Captains who were voted in by their team mates. 

Kurilla – Captains: Ethan and Chloe. Vice Captains: Emily and Flynn 

Mantu – Captains: Liam and Dakotta. Vice Captains: Tyler and Sebastyn  

Wandita – Captains: Hugh and Shiloh.  Vice Captains: Tyson G and Caiden 

Pupil Free Day 

On Tuesday 9th of March we have a Pupil Free Day. Teachers and SSOs will be completing day 3 of our 

Berry Street Training. We will be joined by Wallaroo Primary School and look forward to working closely 

with them on this day and in the future.  

Cross Country 

On Friday 9th of April, we are holding our Cross Country Run.  As we require the assistance of some 

parents for check points around the course as we are leaving the school grounds for some parts of the 

course. The events commence at 9:00am and we will need to have the volunteers at school by 8:45am. If 

you can help, please let us know buy Sports Day (Thursday 1st of April). We hope to see many parents 

there to support the children in their events. 

On Tuesday the 23rd of February, we inducted our Student Representative Council. All representatives 

went through the election process, by presenting speeches and then having the courage to put 

themselves forward for votes. A great deal of time and thought went into some of the speeches. I look 

forward to seeing this year’s leaders taking on the challenge and working as a team. Well done to: 

Miss Barrand’s Year 6/7, Room 5 – Caiden, Hugh, Emily and Shiloh 

Mr Sawyer and Mrs Mads’s Year 5/6, Room 1 – Max and Adora 

Mrs Garrard’s and Miss Clarke’s Year 3/4, Room 4 – Ollie and Riley A 

Miss Dabinett’s Year 3/4 , Room 3 – Jake and Dakoda 

Miss Adam’s Year 1/2, Room 2 – Lawson and Morgan 

Mrs Woodforde’s Reception/Year 1, Room 6 – Leo and Aubrey  



 Student Representative Council 

Thank you to our guest speaker Matilda Cox who is a past student for speaking at this year’s induction 

assembly. Matilda was a previous leader and role model within our school. Matilda continually strived to 

do her best while at WMPS and always demonstrated the values each day. Thank you to Rebecca Cox our 

outgoing Governing Council Chairperson and Craig Ayles our current chair for coming in to give out 

badges and certificates in recognition of these achievements. 

Let’s meet our Student Representative Council for 2021 and see what they want to achieve… 

 
Leo: Help people 

in the yard. 

Morgan: Help 

kids if they need 

it. 

Lawson: Help kids in 

the yard and make 

the school a better 

place. 

Aubrey: Help 

people if they 

are hurt. 

Ollie: Be a good 

SRC Rep. 

Riley: Follow the 

school values. 

Dakoda: Help 

people out. 

Adora: Help kids 

and make it a 

better place. 

values.

Shiloh: I’ll do 

everything to make 

the school good. 

Caiden: Be nice to 

little kids that don’t 

know the school. 

Max: Help make 

the school a 

better place. 

Emily: I’ll listen to your 

issues and make the 

school a good place. 

Hugh: I’ll help 

people in the yard 

if they need help. 

Jake: Follow the 

school values. 



Sports Captains 

Aussie of the Month 

Back: Liam, Dakotta, Shiloh, Hugh, Ethan, Chloe 

Front: Tyler, Sebastyn, Tyson, Caiden, Flynn, Emily 

Go Mantu! Go Kurilla! Go Wandita! 
 

 

The Aussie of the Month Award recognises personal endeavour, achievement and contribution to the 

community. The award encourages students to be proud of themselves as well as their school and to 

understand the responsibilities and rewards of community participation. 

Junior Primary: 

Hendrix James 

Primary Winner: 

Maddison Kuchel



Values Award Winners 

Mrs Garrard/Miss Clarke

Miss Adams

Mr Sawyer/Mrs Mads

Miss Dabinett

Mrs Woodforde Congratulations to our 

deserving winners

Miss Western



Room 3 Sharing 

Room 3 

In writing we are learning how to write narratives. We have been learning 

how to write similes and include them in our writing to make our stories 

more exciting for the reader. 

I am crazy like a crazy bee. Harlan 

I am as fast as a Cheetah. Jye 

I am as funny as a rhino. Mason 

I am cute like a unicorn. Alexia 

I am as funny as your face. Harley 

I am as funny as a monkey. Cody B 

I am as smart as a scientist. Chanel 

I am as tall as the Burj Khalifa. Lola 

I am as cute as a teddy bear. Ronald 

I am as fast as a pig. Connor 

I am as funny as a clown. Dakoda 

I am as slow as a snail. Jarrad 

I am as funny as a comedian. Jake 

I am as energetic as a koala. Shaylah 

I am as smart as a mouse. Ebony 

I am as pretty as a butterfly. 

Crystal 



 Room 5 Sharing 

 

 

Room 5 has started their Nharungga program for term 1. A highlight in the Nharungga 

program is always choosing our Nharungga name. This year students shared some of the 

reasons behind their names. 

Yambu/Dolphin “I have 

been a yambu for quite a 

few years. It is my 

favourite animal.” 

Mara midji/octopus “I have 

felt connected to the sea my 

entire life. I am also stealth 

like an octopus.” 

Gurada/shark “A shark is 

my second favourite 

animal. I have had it as 

my Narungga name for 

years.” 

Yambu/Dolphin “I have 

always been a dolphin, it 

is my favourite animal.” 

Gardli/dingo “A dingo is 

my dad’s favourite 

animal. I’m a dingo every 

year.” 

Gardli/dingo “I’ve always 

been a dingo. Tommy and 

I are a pack.” 

Yawu/seagull “Seagull is 

my nickname.” 



School Sport SA (SAPSASA) News 

Canteen 

School Card 

We will be opening the canteen for weeks 7,8 and 9 on Fridays for the remainder of term 1. This is a 

trial and we will give more information about the canteen for term 2 in week 11. The menu has had a 

couple of changes and is attached to the newsletter. If you would still like to volunteer please come in 

and see Tanya at the front office. 

Events in term 1: 

 Swimming (Trials and carnival)

 Softball /Cricket (Trials and carnival)

 Netball/Football (District day)

Events in term 2: 

 Cross Country (District and Oakbank)

 Athletics (District and Santos)

 Netball/Football (Trials and carnival)

Information is shared with students at school. If you 

have any questions please contact Christy Western 

or Mark Sawyer

Families wishing to apply 
for a school card can still 

do so. Please see June 
Nash in the front office for 

any further information. 



 Community News 

FEMALE FOOTBALL PLAYERS REQUIRED 

The Yorke Peninsula has been invited to enter 

teams into the Northern Plains Female Football 

Competition. 

We are looking for girls who are interested in 

playing football on a Sunday with the season 

starting on Sunday 2nd May. 

We are looking for the following age groups :- 

Under 13 – 10-12 year olds (can be 13 but must 

be 12 on 1/1/2021) 

Under 16- 13-15 year olds (can be 16 but must 

be 15 on 1/1/2021) 

Under 18 – 16- 18 (must be 18 on 1/1/2021) 

Under 13 and Under 16 will be 9-12 a side on 

half an oval. 

Under 18 will be played on full oval with sides 

depending on numbers. 

To register your interest or for any queries 

please contact Scott Brown at 

sbrown3839@yahoo.com or 0438387117. 

Kadina Football Club 
U14s and U17s Training starts Tuesday 2nd March @5pm 

U 11s begins Thursday 18th March 
Auskick Program kicks off Thursday 8th April 

New players are welcome 
Any queries please call Ian Monger 0417 878 527 

Regards, 
Ian Monger 

Karen Lee Dance Academy 
New students FREE Trial 

Creative Dance, Tap, 
Ballet, Contemporary 

Adult Tap 

Kadina, Wallaroo, Moonta 
Classes offered for age 2yrs & up 

Register Now!! 
0407 608 446 or 

klda@dodo.com.au 

mailto:sbrown3839@yahoo.com
mailto:klda@dodo.com.au









